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HN , out cauſe is not (ſeparation 
from any thing good in other churches ; 
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at any occaſion, to blemiſh it; and to riſe 
up in rage againſt the intereſt thereof: P/2/, ii. 
I, 3, 6. Yet tlie true kingdom of Chriſt, (as 
the Scripture ſtates it) is glorious, and divine, 
and that fot which Gop will overturn over- 
turn, overturn, until it be erected in it's glory; 
and (ſay men what they will) I will ſtill pray, 
Thy kingdoni come, 

Tue kingdom of Chriſt is, in general, 
nothing elſe but the flouriſhing of religion: 
Or that whereby the word of Chriſt in the 
Scripture, (which is called the word of the 


Lingdom,) is fully ſubmitted to. In a word, 


then his kingdom comes in it's glory, when 
the will of Gop is done on earth as it is in 
Heaven: And ſo far that kingdont comes, as 
this will is done. 
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it cannot but become viſible, in one degree 
or other, and ſo inſeparable from the latter. 


Hence the general converſation of Jews and 


Gentiles, will be the inlet of the. greateſt 
glory of Chriſt s kingdom on earth. Hence 
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vailing 3 in all * Pw me: 100 
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and gloriouſly ſet up, When only and all his 
inſtitutions both in worſhip and diſcipline are 
atteſted and obſerved in their purity and 
power, according to Scripture-Pattern, - Mat. 
Xxviii. 18, 20. This is the great.  eauſeand 
intereſt of Gop's people in this country, ant 
was the great end of their undertaking, and 
bath been the great mattter of their teſtimony, 
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r unto the world. e 
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ſeek all the Commandments of God, 1 chron- 
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cording to Scripture-Pattern therein; and to 
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tive in. r ü cc A A 
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humane ceremobies 'in worſhip, they will 
bid defiance to the cauſe and intereſt of Chriſt 
£ and of his people, in theſe ends of thereazth-; 
and will (1 perſwade myſelf) but lay them 
Felyes as pqtters veſſels under the irom fod. 
For Chriſt ho has taken this poſſeſſion of 
theſe uttermoſt parts of the earth; will not 
endure it. Let us go foward'to any of thoſe 
things of Chriſt, that we are wanting iu. But 
to go backward. unto thoſe things which we 
know, and have openly teſtifed ( Piatſorm e, 
I. and c. 7, ſect. 6.) to be not of Gov, and 
which we departed from, will be ſuch 3 
wickedneſs aß the worms „eng wy on 
bear withal. 5 
Our work is nat 1 . from men's 
jayentions, but to ſet up (All) Gop's inſtitu- 
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of before the world; and that we and ours 
may have that full enjoyment of Gop, in all IÞ 7 
his ordinances, that we came hither fo. 
I the common wealth Chriſt kingdom 7. 
is ſet up, ehem all things therein are fo order- 5 


ed, (laws and all civil adminiſtrations)q as do 


1 


7 * "FIERY 
4 -. 1 
7 * 1 * * * 
FX ES * 


ds Ms pro- 
ote, and maintain religion and reformation, 
Ler us faithfully cleave to the whole 
atereſt and kingdom of Chriſt, and he can 
e us a butdenſome ſtone to all oppolery, + 
$ he has done hitherto, Zech. Ali. 3, 5. 
Dan. ii. 44. 45. Mat, xxi, 44. Jai. liv. 17. 
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Wien the Lord ſtirred up the ſpirits On 
ſo many of his people to come over into th. 
| wilderneſs, it was not for worldly wealth o ir 
4 better livelihood for the outward manner 
The generality of the people that came over, 
profeſſed the contraty „ nor had we any ras 
tional grounds to expect ſuch a thing in ſuch 
a wilderneſs. Though Gop hath blefled his 
poor people here, and there are that have in- 
creaſed here, from ſmall beginnings to great 
eſtates; That the Lox p may call this whole 
generatlon ta witneſs. O Generation fee I 
Look upon your towns and fields, look up- 
on your Ships, your habitations and ſhops, 
and behold your numerous poſterity, and great 
increaſe in the bleflings of the land and. ſea ; 
Have I been a wilderneſ; unto jou? We muſt 
needs anſwer, No, LoxD, thou haſt been 
« gtacious Gop, and exceeding good unto 
« thy ſervants, even in theſe earthly bleſſings; 
« we live in a more plentiful and comfortable 
* manner than ever we did expect. But 
theſe are but additions ; they are but ad- 
ditional mercies : It was another and a better 
thing, that we followed the LogD into the 
wilderneſs for. This is never to be forgotten, 
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ral Anp the cauſe, is not {eparation from any 
ing good in other churches, The end of | 
r coming hither was a reformation only of 
hat was amiſs or defective in the churches 
e came from, , We diſtinguiſh, between the 
rruptions and . diſorders of the churches, 
ad the churches themſelves, . 80 much LY 
ze negative, 

Now for the affirmative. If * ms , 
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divine original and the native beauty, it 
rould dazzle the eyes of Angels, daunt the 
earts of devils, raviſh and chain faſt the 8 
fections of all the Saints, | | 
FIRST, Tris was and is our caufe; | 
at Chriſt alone might be acknowledged by _ 
s, as the only bead, LoRD, and lawgiver in 
Is church; That his written word might be 
inbyiedged? as the only rule ; That only 

% Aid 


| | | - 
= N rd 4 . 4 a A 0 
WC — — e 2 
2 A MOTT * 


' 949 . » 
. 2 * * : ſe 
= 3) 46. 


* 


if 0 a5 his Infttotions mike be obſer 7 
undd enjoyed” by us, and that with en 
Uüborty, with peace! and power. net 
1 S ECON DIT. 'T [conceive our 0 
* nat barely a reformation; but a progreff b 


4 — al 

* en 
5 2 2 1. 32 
i 5, - 0 5 


donceit of having already attained a petfec 
reformation, fiould be fac from us. Ou 
7 Fathers fled into this wilderhefs from the fac 


of us their children ſhould yield unto, or by 


ſcandalous perſons to the Lord's table ; Thi 


TY backſliding to the things which we and 


and his apoſtles, than this of an holy 


o * a © 4 


DOE RITERS R 


ah 10 Wks 7% * 


reformation; to go on unto perfection. Il 2 
ur 
nd 
of a lrling epiſcopacy, and humane 2 T 
tons in the worſhip of Gop. Now, if ane. 
d 
Inſtrumental to ſer up in this country, any over 
the ways of men's inventions, ſuch as prelacy pe 
impoſed liturgies, humane ceremonies in th ies 
worſhip of God; or to admit ignorant ani 


would be a backſliding indeed I It would de 
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THIR DLV, Tur union of reform 
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ing divers meaſures of light and grace, there. 
cauſYnnot but be different apprehenſions i in ſome * 
ff ung; : And therefore, where there is not fo 
ll an agteement as is to be deſired, it is our 
rfeGty to forbear one another in love, endez- 
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nd of peace. r 
Tas is the chick mil of New England, | 
e matter of the greateſt i importance in iedalf; 
d of greateſt concernmen ent unto us. What- 
be meh be ſaid of our intereſt in other ręæ- 
pects, yet we may be ſure of this, that here 
ies our predominant intereſt and cauſe; and 
ie great end for which we came into this 
Aderncs, and continue in it. RO 
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ther declared in the words of the 
Hon. I illiam Stoughton, Eq; in a 
ſermon preagh d. by him, in che 
audience of the general Court Api 
1668, when, 95 was, a preacher of, the 
Goſp el. r orcheſter - : ag 
Fxg os which he was, called. Succeſſyely t9 
any Stations of the 'bigheſt Figure in 
* Civil Government; 1383 gen d he died 
Was Commaiuder-in Chief" of the.\P Ry 1NCE; 
7 lt i thivruled; New. England fru. 
Aatereſt, from choſe word, Iſai. Axüi. 8. He fold 
Jurely they are my Peppe, Children, * will not lis 


So he was their Saviour. 


HIS we muſt know, that the 
Lox p expects great things of New- 
Eriglond, above any nation or people in the 
world. And his expectations herein are juſt 
and righteous. Fox 
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e may we the moſt of us look back 
50 Tbröugh whole loins the Lox hath 
reh'd forth the line of his coyenant to take 
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In as ck again to Go : What” awful public 
r the anſactions of this kind have there been among 
pri | 1s „n to our advantiges and pr iviletes in 


a covenant Rate; * here time And engt 
would full me; to ecken up what we have 
enjoyed of this kind;—And then, as to New- 
England's firſt ways: What ' glorious things 
might be ſpoken - to the praiſe of free grace? 
Bor, OI what 4 lad metamorpboſi hath 
there of later years paſt ypori'thele ! chibrches 
and plantations ? It malt be fpoken' in the 
name of the Lon b, O'New-Evglatid, th 

Gop expects better Uiitgh from thee ie 
children; 3 not worldlineſs z—not an itching 
after new things and ways not a drawing 
rags: pe prong | 
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fadly may we lament: it, that all are nat Iroei 
| {hat are now e Jrael? The hrt: gene tation 
have. been ripened: time after time, xnd 'the 
moſt of them gathered in as\Sboghs of car n in 
their. Seaſon: But we that riſe up to tread guy 
the footſteps of them, that, are gone ;befarg | 
ys, alas! What are we 2, It is a ſad name, 19 
be ſtiled children that are corrupters. Ja, t, 
4 But are we not indeed APY of ace 


ters}, Howis.c our wine © mixed (with water! 
Many, as we may juſtly fear, . would, but too 
ſoon and too eaſily entertain a lie in the, 
worſhip of Gon, and return to ne onions 
and garlick of Egypt again. Nc 1 lang be 

A Tue common intereſt of the people Is | 
G Gon, and of us the Loxp's people. in ſpecial» 
1s, the intereſt of practical piety. and holineſs 5 
the intereſt | of unmixed ſpiritual goſpel 
worship ; the intereſt of unity and peace in 
the ** of reformation : The intereſt of theſe 
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1 0 be a Faith and potienct of the-Spints, 
his rhe: Wt : 1 7 of. the LORD tp, his 
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baſe ihings V herein the Lonp hath Ware 
pre ſęr ved and, ple ſſed hischarches. and people, 


but alſo of getting a ſight and view of the 
divine beauty and glory thereof. And truly 
ays be, As to this cauſe and intereſt of Gop; 
here can be no other foundations laid than 
hoſe which have been laid. New-England's 
and main intereſt, on cauſe of - Oe in 
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by any new Aglit: Let us take herd of inquire 
ing of, or liſtening, rf this © matter, unte Wt 
determinations and gloſſes eh te He 
no underſianding in the ways'of God here,” bu 
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A v I N G. nila the endes 
teſtimony of thoſe three worthies in 


r HY our memorable A. itchel, our vene- 


able Higgi/on, and our Hon, Stoughton, unto 
e cauſe of Gop. in the, churches . of New- 


ngland, and the great end of theſe planta- 
298, I do now, with my Drixe HanD, 
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dhe hey err aw 2 ee and un· Z 
der . pee H the Valley, of the ſhadow 


me; 5 makes it but a ſhadow of death; andi 
J am every hour waiting and longing for my 
diſmiſſion to a better World. In theſe very I 
ſingular circumſtances, I am willing to addi 
my. teſtimony concurrent 10 the foregaing, 6 
and do declare, that the plihetpal defidh up- 
on which theſe colonieg. were at firſt planted 
was to profeſs, and 4 and enjoy, with 
eee ere, the holy religwn of Go 
6ur Saviour, "exhibited in the Jateedjcripranes, 
and reformed and reſcued from the inventions 
and abuſes, which the man of ſin has intro - 
duced : And more particularly, to ſet oi 
crifcher, evett of the" Aboriginal natives, 
wel as df Englim cee fe our Lo 
Irsus en-, that far keep nal 
Loyal to itt „their Ubriois Kir, ic Hil 


Words, giving n unte chem; and nannte 
to the religion of tlie ſecond commandment 
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i foam thoſs cheater: Wiles ll 
hich-our united brethren, of the Preſhyte- 
1 and congregationab denomination in the 
gl nation have withdrawn themſelves ; 
nd which our honoured and beloved bre- 
Wren, in the renowned 0 * Scotland, 
Wave aboliſhed and abandoned, * 

Ir was equally defign'd by thoſe followits 
Ir the Lord into the wilderneſs, when it was 
land not ſovyn, that the pure and undefiled 
igion delivered unto us in the ſacred 
ante eriptures, and exhibited afterwards in our 
with {Confeſſion of Faith, ſhould be continually 
reached and our doctrines of grace particular- 
2771 y aſſerted, by miniſters of good abilities 0 
tions and exemplary godlineſs and watchfulneſs, 
ntro- freely and fairly choſen by the churches 
up] whereof they are to be the paſtors, And it 
„ „ alſo belongs unto the glory of theſe churches, 
to be ſo conſtituted, as lively, to exhibit the 


eres kingdom of Heaven to the world: Both 
A debarring from their communion ſuch igno- 
füll rant and ſcandalous perſons who can't or 
7 won' t examine themſelves, as are ta be ſhut 
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of ali #boſe:(tHoughcin different pot wu im 
anuti leſſer: points) of irhom it ny 
judge dit Chrif has received them 20 6b 
gu of: G. 3 ſoundation is in { 
bein an@intaina. „tie“ gl i rand | 
Ix is now. ets. be DY N 
WISH. of ene, cha hö been about three. 
ſcore; and ſix yeats, after a per manner, 
dut 4 hopts with ſome ſigcesitꝝ, ſerving 
e maſters, in, thæ blefled work: ol 
the goſpel. « That the churches may. - Randi 
all, ig che faith and order of the goſpel, and il 
hold falt what they have received, and, let no 
mam take away their crown: And that the | 
paſtors would more diſtinctly from time. to i 
time, aird vit hi proper inculcations, acqueirit i 
the churches with-their true intereſt; and thoſe 
things which will be their beauty and their 
ſutety. And conſidering the relation which 8 
I have heretofore! ſuſtained as a perſident for 
twenty years, it is highly proper for me 10 
leave it as alſo my more particular defice, that 
x the tutors in our 9 from hence the 
W churches 
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ober people d hοſahe u vor 
s I nnderſtand, generally cot ioue to uc f 


uch a conſpicuous averſion to 'the things, 


rom the face whereof their fathers fled into 
he wilderneſs : Though at „dhe fd time, 
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thofe too general decay of that real and vital 
their godlineſs, inch is. ; Bethe main intentian 
hich of all, is greatly to be bewailed. But there 


may be danger of another generation ariſing 
which will not know the Lok p, nor the 
© works done by him, and for him, arfiong his 


people here, 
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Au therefore Hom the ſuburbs of t 
1 world, into which I am now entringlf 
I earneſtly teſtify unto the riſing . 
that if they ſinfully forſake the Gop, and thi 
Hope, and the veligious ways of their piouf 
anceſtors, the glorious Lox p will ſeverehf 


his holy places upon them. et 
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Now, the LORD our GOD be wid | 
you, as he was with your faſhers : Let him 
not leave you, nor forſake you. LORD) 1 
let thy work appear unto thy erw and; 
thy glory unto their 8 — * 


Novem. 10th, 1922, 


Increaſe Mather. 
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x has been thought, that it ab i IPA 
agreable and ſerviceable, acceflion”' 28 
che foregoing teſtimonies, to add a paſſage 
extracted from a letter to the famous 
DURY, compoſed in elegant latin by 
the renowned Mr. NORTON, and ſub- 
ſeribed by more than forty miniſters of 
the goſpel : Some of them very famous 
men, in the churches of i. 


7 E muſt ingenuoully ts, 
that then, when all things 
ere quiet, and no chreating f. gns 
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Ache chat tiche prevailing, to perform| 
the office of che miniſtry in public 
nor yet to enjoy ale holy ordinances 
without ſubſcription, and conformity 
(ber vop't ts ſpeak )1 nor Fuchaur ; 
the mixture of human inventions 
wich dixine , inſticutions, ..we , haſell | 
zather do depart into the remote, andi 
unknown coaſts of the earth; for the | 
ſake of a purer "worſhip, chan to lie 
down under an | hier; archy 1 in the abun- 
dance of - ap 6 cg but with the 
prejudice. of conſcience. But that 
in Kying — from our country, we 
Tthould renounce communion with 
ſuch, churt hes as profeſs the goſpel, 
is a t ing w hjch 1 we e and 
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CerTainLy, fo far as concerns our 
ves, in whatever aſſemblies che 
hole company of them that profem 
e goſpel, the fundamentals of docs 9 I 
ine, and eſſentials of order are main - 1 
ined, although i in many niceties of N 1 41 
ntroverſal divinity they are at leſs .Y 
e reement with us, we do hereby 3 
Wake ic manifeſt (wbich yet we 
Would always have underſtood, fo as 
De leaſt part of the truth, according” 


the | f d the nature of that reverence which = 
> lie Wught exactly to be yielded there. 
un- Into, may be preſerved, that we do 
the if knowledge them all, and every one ; 


r brethren ; and that we "ſhall be | 
Fady to give unto them the right 
Wand of fellowſhip in the Lord, if : 
Y other things they be peaceable, 
Ind walk orderly, 


THE END. 
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